
For Love and Country: Romantic Nationalisms
Group Presentation and Critical Essay

Group Presentation:
You and a small group (or partner) will be responsible for leading class discussion (15-20 
minutes) for a shorter critical or literary texts assigned.  This means that you will not simply 
“present” knowledge to the class, but rather engage the class in discussion by asking focused 
questions, making specific arguments about the text, and pointing the class to particular 
passages, forms, themes, keywords, ideas.  The goal of these presentations is to show how 
your text illuminates, challenges, or comments on some of our ongoing class conversations, 
how it connects to the other texts we have read/are reading, and to get everyone in the class 
thinking!

In order to lead an organized, stimulating, and focused discussion, you’ll need to do the 
following:

1) meet with your group, having read the text(s) you are responsible for in advance. 

2) With your group, consider the following:
• what are some keywords within the text?
• how is the text organized—are there repetitions? contradictions? images? symbols? 

what is its tone? its style? what role does the setting play?  For critical pieces, what is its 
argument? its evidence? who/what is it arguing against?  What is its methodology (is it 
trying to make a historical argument? an argument about literary form? about politics? 
culture?)

• how does the text contribute to our knowledge about Romanticism?
• how does the text contribute to our knowledge about nations or nationalism?
• what do you not understand about the text?
• how does it connect to other things we have read in this class?

3) Having answered the questions above, brainstorm a few critical questions that the text 
raises.

4) Choose a few passages that help raise these critical questions.

5) Decide how you are going to organize discussion.  What does the class need to know about 
your approach to the text in order to discuss the critical questions you think are most 
important?  How can you ask questions that encourage people to participate and challenge 
the class to think critically?  The key to organizing discussion is deciding what you want to 
accomplish—i.e. what critical question you want to discuss, and what you want to get out 
of this discussion—and what roles you and your group members will play in the 
discussion.  

6) Create a back-up plan.  If no one answers your first question, how will you follow-up?  If 
people get off track, how will you re-focus discussion?



7) Decide how you will conclude discussion in a way that offers the class a few take aways.

Of course, I’m happy to meet with your group to help you prepare for leading discussion.  
Simply make an appointment, or drop by my office hours. 

Critical Essay
In addition to leading discussion, you are responsible for writing a 2-3 page paper that reflects 
on the process of leading discussion, and analyzes the text(s) on which you presented.  These 
essays are due within a week of leading discussion.

The essay should address:

1) What critical questions did your group focus on, and how did they decide to focus on these 
questions (or this question)? (this can be written in first person—we concluded that the 
text raises questions about x because of y . . . —or third person—the text raises questions 
about x by doing y—and you might even move between the two!).  This is a place to 
present your analysis and approach to the text. (probably 2-3 paragraphs)

2) Did the class discussion generate new ideas?  Confirm your ideas?  How did your 
expectations differ from the reality of the discussion? (1-2 paragraphs)

3) What questions do you still have about the text?  (1 paragraph)

You will receive two grades, one for the discussion, and one for the critical essay.


